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-THE DESIRE OF ALL NATIONS. 


A. Sermon, 
BY. $S. STREETER. 


The substance' of the following discourse was delivered 
at the Dedication of the Universalist Meeting House in 
Portland, Me. August 1821, and published in the Christian 


- Intelligencer.  'The arguments and illustrations are corsid- 


erably condensed; but the main body of the discourse it- 
self is retained. But few of our readers have probably 
8en the original, and believing that the view taken of the 
gabject upon-which it treats will be entertaining and in- 
structve to most, and perhaps all of them, we give this 
epitome a place in the Universalist. 


© 7 will shake all nations, and the Desire of all nations 
8hall come,'—HAaGcal 2: T7. 


Tarrs text presents two topics of. inquiry. 

I. What 1s intended by the phrase, * I will shake 
all nations,” 

IT. What may we understand by the declara- 
tion, *'The desire of all nations shall come.” 


What then, in the first place, is intended by the | 


phrase, *I will shake all nations ?? This, I appre- 
hend, alludes to a state of unusual excitement.up- 
on 8ome extraordinary eyent. It indicates a high 
degree 0: public s8olicitude and curiosity. It I 
mistake not, it refers prophetically to the uncom- 
mon anxiety which prevailed among the Jews and 
others, at the era of the birth of Christ; and to 
the great revolutions which the diffusion of his 
doctrine, and the establishment of his kingdom 
would produce in the institutions, opinions and 
habits of mankind. Their anxiety, and these won- 
derful changes are expressed by the comprehen- 
SIve phrase, *I will shake all nations.” 'That an 
1/lustrious personage, an extraordinary benefactor 
was about to enter the theatre of the world, is 
known to have been a very prevalent expectation 
at the.time of the Redeemer's adyent. 

No prophet had appeared among the chosen 
tribes fr the s8pace of about four hundred years. 
Their ancient distinction and power were extinct. 
But they confidently looked for the restoration of 
their lost privileges and the speedy elevation of 
their nation, by the Messiah promised to. their 


Ns. The rabbins, in whom the multitude 
placed implicit confidence, .assured them that the 


approach of their Deliverer was at hand; that their 
108g. SAPoEi Shiloh was at the door ;: that the 
august Messenger of the covenant to be made 
with their nation in the last days, would -suddenly, 
very 8uddenly, come to his temple in Jerusalem. 


: 


They held him up to the view of the eager popt: 
lace m glowing and captivating descriptions.. E 
aspect was that of 8upreme authority ;, his insig- 
ma; bore the..impress of royalty ; his power was 

reistibl, all . nations 
and give to the Jews the dominion of the world. 
Naturally vain and; aspiring, such representations | 
were perfectly congenial to the temper. of that 
people., 'Their pride wag Jinflated. Their ambi- 
tion , was aroueed and highly inflamed. Illusive 
hopes were awakened, and 8erved in no little de- 
gree, to elate and disquiet them. 'They were ex- 
cited and moved by an ungovernsble anxiety. In 
the language of the text, * The Lord shook them.” 
Under the influence of s8uch passions, and more 
especially, that of fond, though extravagant 'ex- 
pectation, - they were shaken through all their 
tribes and families, 

But the g80licitude of which I am speaking was 
not confined to the Jews. It extended; in some 
degree at least, to other branches of the. Romar 
empire. Wise men from the east, guided by tt 
8tar.of the babe born in Bethlehem, eame-witt 
gifts of .gold, and frankincense, and my! rh, tos nc 
him who was born King of the Jews, to fall dowr 
before him with reyerent. prostration ul, 
welcome and  worship. him as, the 1 
world, and | vation of . 26 40 1.8 08.0 ou 
earth. This circumstance evinces the solicits 
of these men. They could not rest 
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found and honored the infant Savior. They were 
shaken. | 

2. The commencement of Christ's ministry, 
and the progress of his doctrine, shook the exist- 
ing institutions, customs and. prejudices of every 
place, where their power and glory were display- 
ed. As he multiplied miracles of wisdom and 
mercy, of power and compassion, all classes of 
80ciety were moved by their influence. | Indiffer- 
ence itself could not remain neutral. The chief 
priests and rulers of the people looked around up- 
on the field of the Redeemer's labors, and were 
shaken into paroxisms-of y that 8uch disting- 
uished favors should be. lavished upon the multi- 
tude without pfoper discrimination. 

The common people were also aroused from 
their 8lumbers ;. they heard the Savior gladly ; 
they caught a glimpse of his rising and expand- 
ing glory, and rejviced with joy pnapenionye that 
they had found © the Consolation of Israel, him of 
whom Moses in the law and the prophets did 
write. 

3. Wherever the apostles preached the gospel 
of the kingdom, and wrought wonders in the name 


yaunting champions of the traditions of men were 


silenced, and the 80ur bigot felt his temper modi- 


394 
fied and 8weetened by the kindly influence of im- | 


. 


partial-grace, 


Such were the shakings effected by the birth | his 


of Christ and the promulgation of his doctrine ; 
and such consequences will always follow, where 
the gospel which is the power of God unto salva- 
tion, is preached in the demonstration of the 
Spirit and the power of its truth. 'Those who 
make shrines for Diana, or who hew out to them- 
selves broken cisterns that can hold no water, will 
find their craft in danger, and be utterly shaken 
out of employment. Old things will be done 
away, and all things become new. The holy 
8criptures abound in testimonies which substan- 
tiate these 8tatements, a few, however, must suf- 
fice. God 8aid to Jeremiah, *I have set thee over 
the nations, and over the kingdoms, to root out, 
and to pull down, and to destroy, and to throw 
down, and to build, and to plant.” It is no less 
the object of the genuine gospel of Christ to root 
out and exterminate every thing contrary to the 
nature of God, and the happiness of man, than it 
is to plant the word of life, and build up the king- 
dom of holiness and peace. 

The great and unerring Teacher is express on 
this point. *Every plant,” 8ays be, * which my 
heavenly Father hath not planted, shall be rooted 
up. Paul has a passage in his epistle to the He- 
brews which is too pertinent to be omitted. * Yet 
once more, I shake not the earth only, but also 
heaven. And this word, yet once more, s1gnifieth 
the removing of those things that are shaken, as 
of things that are made, that those things which 
cannot be shaken may remain.* "Thus certain it 
is that agitations and revolutions ever have and 
ever will attend the preaching and operations of 
the genuine doctrine of  Christ, till all things are 
made new, and the true God 1s known and wor- 
shipped as all in all. What a tremendous shaking 
among the dry bones of the old and the new 
worlds did the preaching of Relley, and Murray, 
and Winchester effect? And what a trembling 
1s now produced —_— old opinions and habits, 
whereyer the grace of God which bringeth salva- 
tion to all men is proclaimed. 

But the friends of truth have no reason to be 
alarmed. God is shaking the errors and corrup- 
tions of the religious world, and he will continue 
to shake them, more and more effectually, till not 
one 8hall remain; till not a vestige of wrath or 
impenitence, unbelief or rebellion, sin -or misery 
8hall be found in the great family of man. Yes, 
he will continue to shake all nations, till death, 
and he that hath the power of death, are destroy- 
ed; till all men, oo yo free indeed by the truth 
as it is 4n Jegus, shall welcome him as the © Desire 
of all nations,” and crown him, © Lord of all.” 

IT. I come now to the 8econd _ of inquiry, 
viz. what may we understand by the declaration, 
*the Desire of all nations 8hall come ? This I 
consider & prophecy of the coming of the Messiah. 
It was literall fulfilled in the person and minis- 


try of Jesus Christ. 
on does 
butlittle, of its real 


'The literality however of 
not contain all, and I think 
appearance of Christ 
all 


importance. The personal 


I apprehend, but a, 8m of what the 
opirit of prophecy intended by the phrase, © The 
Desire of all nations shall come.* Considered as 


an individual, the Son of God was no-more the de- 
gre of all nations, than Lycurgus or Solon. 'In 
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fact, wheti thug' considered, he was/n6t, perhaps, 
properly speaking, the desire of any nation. But 
is gospel contained truths and blessings ardently 
desired by all nations. It was equally removed 
from the leaven either of the Pharisees or Saddu- 
cees. With respect to his doctrine and exam- 
ples, he was'the Sun of the intellectual and moral 
world, He was the resurrection and the life. 
The truths he revealed, the instructions he gave, 
the duties he inculcated, the spirit he exhibited, 
and the hopes he inspired, contained, in 8ubstance.,. 
every thing which every individual from the birth 
of time to its final catastrophe could possibly de- 
8Ire. F 

In this view of him, therefore, he was the * De- 
sire of all nations.' . He gave all the information 
which they could rationally desire, with respect to 
God, themselves, their fellow creatures, their du- 
ties and destination for time and eternity. Wis- 
dom and love, compassion and power, pardon and 
peace, heaven and eternal glory, beamed conspic- 
uously in his doctrine and 1niracles.' 'Those points 
in theology which had, in all ages, bewildered and 
colfliten the profoundest, philosophers . and mor- 
alists, were rendered, by this heavenly Teacher, 
80 Plain and easy of comprehension that he who 
runs may read and understand them: 

1. He revealed the Deity in all his communica- 
ble majesty and glory. He made known his na- 
ture and will ; the benevolent motives of his prov- 
idence, and the auspicious termination of his moral 
government. A deep 80olicitude on these all-mo- 
mentous subjects has been common to all nations, 
in all ages of the world Men have always felt, 
and they continue to feel, not merely a prying 
curiosity, an ardent desire, but a deep interest in 
being acquainted with the Power which gave and 
sustains their existence ;. which has created innu- 
merable worlds and beings around them; and 
which continually guards and directs the multi- 
form interests of the whole. So far as history 
reaches; or experience extends its observations, 
this irrepressible s0licitude is discoyerable. 

The writings of philosophers and moralists from 
the remotest antiquity, aud especially the avidity 
with which their speculations have been received 
by the populace, indubitably prove the existence of 
a powerful anxiety to understand the nature and 
will of the Supreme Divinity. 

Now in the gospel of Christ we have clear and 
decisive information on this universally interest- 
ing topic. *God is a spirit. God is light, and in 
him is no darkness at all. God is love, and he 
that dwelleth in love, dwelleth in God, and God 
in him. There is none good but one, that is God. 
He maketh his 8uvn to rise on the evil and on the 
good, and sendeth rain upon the just and the un- 
just. He will have all men to be s8aved, and to 
come to the knowledge of: the truth.” And to 
complete the beauty and glory of the Divine char- 
acter, the inspired teacher assures us that, *He 
'worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will,” These are a few of the passages in which 
Christ and his apostles describe the nature and 
perfections of God our Maker. Such is the bene- 
fticent object of worship presented by genuine 
christianity. He is an underived and boundless 
ocean of love, and light and peace. He is an al- 
mighty Father. He 1s an infinite Benefactor. 
He is an immutable and immortal Friend. 


2. Mankind have not only a desire to be ac- 


quainted with the being and perfections of God ; 
but they have also a pressing anxiety to know what 
_ 8ervices he requires of them. This is another de- 
8Ire common to-all nations. It is fairly deducible 
from the rites and: s0lemnities of all religions, and 
even of all superstitions. Patience has been wea- 
ried and ingenvity exhausted, by the muvltiplica- 
tion of inventions to placate and gratify objects of 
religious worship. 


© Gods that are changeful, partial, ſalse, unjust, 
Whose attributes are rage, revenge, and lust,” 


have never been wanting in yotaries to pay them 


a cringing and. gervile homage. To gratify ma- | th 


levolent and capricious djvinities, fortunes have 
been 8quandered; the endearments and 8ympa- 
thies of social and domestic life. have been chilled 
and frozen; rivers of blood have flowed; and hu- 
man victims without number have emoked upon | 
the 8anguinary. altars of superstition. 

These facts, I admit, exhibit human nature in a 
state of deplorable debasement, but they are nev- 
ertheless decisive- proof of the point in discussion. 
They prove beyond the power. of contradiction, 
that. mankind in their most degraded condition 
possess & strong desire to know what services the 
great Divinity requires of them. . Now this infor- 
mation. drops like the rain and distils like the dew 
in the doctrine. of Jesus, It calms the conflict- 
ing passions' of the soul. .It hushes the agitations 
of the mind, .. It requires no rites at which human- 
ity revolts, no bleeding victim, no consuming 8ac- 
rifice. ' No, -according to this blessed doctrine, 
thoge. who worship God, must worship him in 
8pirit and in truth.” *Thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart.' * Come unto me. all 
ye that labor and are heavy-laden, and I will give 
you rest.' 

Such are the religious services required of man 
in the gospel of eyerlasting life and peace. These 
are the elements of christian piety. . They are the 
very es8ence of the homage rendered to God b 
the real christian. He offers no fear that hat 
torment, no doubt that damns. ' From the altar of 
his heart, he' 8ends up daily and delightfully the 
hallowed oblations of faith and hope, of love and 
obedience, of prayer and praise. 

38. Among all nations much gnterest has been 
felt on the subject of morality. . All have been 
anxious to know what duties man owes to his fel- 
low-man. In the hurry of business and the bus- 
tle- of conflicting interests, - this feeling may be 
guppressed ;. but when the mind enjoys a 8eason 
of calm and 80ber reflection, the principles of 80- 
cial and brotherly love will awake from their slum- 
bers. They will prompt a close inquiry into the 
duties and services due from man to his fellow- 
man... Injustice, and fraud, and violence are by no 
means the natural elements of the human heart. 
No, likxe its Maker, it can rest only in its love... It | 
delights in a pure morality alone, . But the pow- 
ers of human wisdom have labored in vain to form 
a perfect system of morals., In every system an- 

edent to christianity, a relentless and retaliat- 
ing 8pirit found. a place. No one could meet the 
desire and '8ubserve the interests of all nations. 
But the morality of Jesus does, , If all its require- | 
ments were performed, at the same. time, by every 
human. being, the .interests. of all: would he .ad- 
vanced by, it. 'Dhis is the true glory of christian- 


the end, the first and the _last, Behold, I m 


ity... '* Thou halt love thy neighbor as thyselt,, 


- 
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Return not railing for railing. If thy brother of- 
fend thee, forgive him. Overcomeevil with | 
Thou hast heard it hath been 8aid, thou'shalt love 
thy neighbor and hate thine enemy ; but I say;un- 
to you, love your enemies, bless them that. curse 
you, do good to them that hate. you, and pray for 
them which despitefully use you, and persecute 
you ; that ye may be the children. of your father 
which is in heaven ; for he maketh his 8un to.rise 
on the evil. and on the good, and sendeth rain on 
the just and on the unjust.,' 'These are the leadi 

maxims of christian morality, and happy indee 
would every. man. be, did he carefully observe 


em. 

4. Before the promulgation. of the gospel an 
impenetrable gloom hung over the prospects of 
futurity. No ray of light gleamed from the dark 
abodes of the dead. Eternity was a contempla- 
tion_ big with aorror. The aspect of death was 
terrific and appalling. To the bewildered. imagi-, 
nation, its approach was the besom of destruc- 
tion, It s8wept away every, fond delight, every 
tender comfort. It extinguished intelligence for- 
ever. Still, the mind 8ighed for immortality. De- 
sire prompted deep and patient investigation. 
But the loftiest powers of human reason grasped, 
and grasped in yain, to reach .indubitale evidence 
of its certainty. 

The vagaries of Plato, and the dreams of Ars- 
totle never extended beyond the circumference 
of languid hope. They ended in the twilight-of 
possibility. But Jesus removed all uncertainty 
from the case. He shed the light -of day upon 
this hitherto” impenetrable subject. He actually 
died and rose again to life. He thereby. brought 
life and immortality to light. 'These are emphati- 
cally, the desire of all nations. Eu 

Lastly, assured of future, endless existence, all 
men are anxious to know whether it will be happy 
or miserable ; what preparations are necessary, 
and how they may obtain them? The gospel 
gives ample. information on ,these points. _It-as- 
SUres us that * death shall be 8wallowed up in. vic- 
tory ; | that * tears hall be wiped from. off jall 
faces,” and that there *shall be. no more death, 
neithey 8orrow nor Crying, nor yet any more pain, 
for the former things are passed away.” Where 
is the nation, . where the human. being that does 
not, ardently desire the truth of these divine prom- 
ises? Is not happiness our being's end and aun ? 
And according to. the doctrine of God our Savior, 
endless happiness is no .less our destination, than 
our desire. He gave his only begotten Son power 
over all flesh, that he should give. eternal life to as 
many as were given him, I, said Jesus, * will draw 
all men unto me. - I am the resurrection and the 
life. . .I am Alpha and Omega, the beginmn and 
a 
things. new. How congenial . to. the aspirations 
of the human heart are — instructions and as- 
surances. Whereis the rabiggel being who can 
cordially receive. them, as faithful and true testi- 
monies, . and 8till remain. in doubt witk respect to 
his future, endlegs condition 2 , Who, with. their 
light beaming upon his mind, oan be & victim to 
the fear of. interminable, woe ? . Surely no ane. 
All tormenting fears 'must,, be overcome, and all 
doubts remoyed.. . Faith will as8ume the character 
of assurance,/and hope be full of immortality Let 
all then give. glory. to. God for the Desire of all 
tions has an truth come. a, 
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The following Charge, and Right Hand of Fellowship were 

delivered at the Installation of Rev. Benjamin Whittemore, 

as Pastor of the Fourth Universalist Society in Boston, 

April 10, 1833. They are inserted at the request of the 

Society. 

DELIVERY OF THE SCRIPTURES AND CHARGE 
BY $, STREETER. 

BroTHrr W amrtTTEmoORE—It is a custom in our 
order, when a brother is mducted into the office of 
the mimistry, by ordination, or placed over a par- 
ticular 80ciety as its 8tated pastor, by Installation, 
to present him with the Holy Bible. | Agreeably 
to this custom, I now publicly place in your hands 
this gacred Volume. In the performance of this 
golemn, official service, I act by the direction, and 
as the organ, of the Installing Council which is 
convened on the present occusion by a request 
from the Universalist Society in this place. 

This ceremony in the 8olemnities of Installa- 
tion is not a uniform 'practice among professed 
Ehristians; it is in 8ome degree peculiar to our 
own denomination ; and there is, perhaps, a great- 
er propriety in it among ns, than among other 
gects.. We derive onr faith more immediately 
from the Bible ; we express it more in the precise 
language of the Bible ; and we obtain our plainest 
and most decisive proofs of its truth from the Bi- 
ble. No combination of words can express our 
distinguishing sentiments with greater pertinency 
and force, than this Holy Volume does. Reason 
and nature proclaim them ; but with all their rich, 
diversified and glowing indications of the univer- 
8ality of the Divine favor, they utter in its 8npport 
a feeble and equivocal yoice compared with the 

at and glorious promises in this Book of God. 
mitarian christians cannot express the disting- 
uishing articles of their faith in the precise lan- 
gaage of s8cripture ; but we can, and that more 
fully and plainly, than by anv other terms we can 
employ. The five points of Calvinism cannot be 
expressed by the plain language of the Bible; 
neither can the counter points of Arminianism ; 
but, that * the living God is the Savior of all men, 
is one of its most 81umple and unvarnished testi- 
monies. 
' You will, therefore, receive this Book, my 
brother, as the only infallible standard of christian 
doctrine and duty, Let it be your directory in 
every department of ministerial labor. You will 
then *commend- yourself to every man's con- 
gcience in the sight of God,” though not, in all 
cages, perhaps, to his creed. Call to your aid, 
therefore, every help within your reach, and by 
diligent 8tudv endeavor to make yonrself thor- 
y acquainted with the contents of your Bible. 
Take heed to the doctrine it teaches,” and be 
earefel that you 'preach no other. It inculcates 
good, 8ound doctrine, one purely after godliness, 
and which is infinitely preferable to the most im- 
poging and refined deductions which can be found 
among the * commandments and traditions of men,” 
however plausible they may appear. On all 
branches of christian doctrine and duty, therefore, 
go to the Bible for information. { This will * guide 
you into all truth.” | 
\-It is not our province to dictate what particular, 
8ystem of doctrine you shall preach ; but we have 
a right to claim of you an agreement with us'in 
our general views of the gospel. We disbelieve | 
and openly disclaim the doctrine of endless 'mis- 


ery. We believe it to be « mere human "dogma ; 
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that it is, in every possible modification of it, false, 
and also exeeedingly demoralizing andinjurious'in 
its tendency. We believe on the other hand, that 
* Godis the Savior of all-new and that a consci- 
entious persuasion of the-trath- of this fandamen- 
tal article of christianity has natural and strong 
tendency: to purify the heart and life of the” belie- 
ver. Such are our convictions: on these general 
points of doctrine, and should yours at any time 
become different, it will be your duty to apprize us 
of the fact, and dissolve your connection with us. 

With respect, however, to non-essential opin- 
1ons and usages, yon will not fee] yourself ac- 
countable to us, nor to-any other body-of men, 
Should you be ledto believe that the Bible teaches 
the doctrine of hereditary depravity,it is your right 
to- preach it. If you find, or think you find there, 
the doctrine of the trinity and vicarious atonement, 
it is your right to preach that. Should it appear 
to you that a disciplinary retribution in the future 
state of existence is taught in the scriptures, you 
have a perfect right to preach that also. And with 
respect to the observance of external ordinances, 
if hors are satisfied that it is enjoined by the gos- 
pel, you will observe them ; but on' the other hand, 
should you find no salisfactory evidence of this 
fact, it is your privilege to let them alone, or to 
endeayor to disprove their utility as your convie- 
tions of duty may dictate. 'These and' many oth- 
er particulars which might be named were it ne- 
cessary, are merely matters of opinion. Different 
minds speculate ER upon them ; different 
speculations are followed by different results, and 
you have as good a right to speculate as we have, 
or as any body else has. At least, it is as proper 
that you should speculate for yourself, as that we 
Should do it for you. 

But while, as a protestant christian, you main- 
tain your right to think for yourself, and to manage 
your own ministerial concerns in your own way ; 
you will permit me to'admonish you against & too 
controversial style of preaching. In this region, 
the great battle with respect to doctrine has been 
fought and won. 'The field is already in the hands 
of hibera] christians, and it seems to be their prin- 
cipal duty now, to cultivate it well and gather in 
its fruits, You will, therefore, study to accomo- 
date your ministry to the aspect of the times and 
the 8tate of your people. Let a suitable portion 
of your ' discourses ' be prominently marked by'a_ 
practical, experimental and consolatory character. 
Strive to strengthen the believers; to confirm the 
wavering ; and, to lead sinners to repentance and 
reformation. By 8uch a course, you will be the 
most likely to *do the work of an evangelist' 
faithfully, * and make full proof of your ministry.” 

But I will remark in closing, that, much of your 
public nsefulness will depend upon” your private 
example. You must, therefore, * take heed to 
yourself,* as well as to your - doctrine. Be -ex- 
ceedingly careful that on all occasions ' your per- 
gonal deportment be commendable. In all 'your 
intercourse with the world, and with your parish, 
with the old and the young, with friends and with 
enemies, 8trive to be discreet and exemplary. 
There is a power in a peaceable, life, a re- 


sistless persnasiveness, which the most' brilliant 
talents and commanding eloquence cannot equal. 
It is this, chiefly, which renders & minister's 'pre- 
Sence 80 acceptable,” and 
seagons of adversity, 


his voice 80 80othing in 


and epecially in the house 
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of bereavement and. sorrow. It is above every 
thing else, the good man which constitutes him 
the *s0n of consolation,” | 

But, on this point need not enlarge. Experi- 
ence has already taught you. more effectually 
than I.can. Your past ministerial circumspection 
and faithfulness. are a sufficient guaranty for the 
future. 'Therefore, my brother, preach the word; 
be. instant in 8eason ; out of :8eason, reprove, re- 
buke, exhort, with all long suffering and doctrine.” 
* Show yourself a work-man that needeth not to 
be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.” 


RIGHT. HAND OF FELLOWSHIP. 
BY H. BALLOU. 24d. 


'Br. WrmrTTEHoRE,—The duty that falls to me 
on the prezent occasion, requires but few words ; 
the fewer-on account of the peculiar circumstan- 
ces under which it is performed. You have lon 
beemin the ministry, and enjoyed' our fellowship, 
as well as we youre. No new bond of union is to 
be formed between us by the zolemnities of this 
day; we only recognize one that already exists, 
an old connexion of many year's standing. But 
custom demands that, on 8uch an occasion as the 
present, the 8ame ceremony by which our minis- 
terial union was first signified to you and to the 
world, should be repeated in the midst of the full 
congregation ; and this we'do, with all our hearts. 

Br. Whittemore, in the name of this Installin 
Council, I now present you with this right hand. 
You will receive it as the private pledge and pub- 
lic. token. of our acne fellowship for you in 
the ministry of the grace of God, as a solemn dec- 
laration before God and men of 'onr confidence 
that you are qualified to instruct in the gospel, 
and that we have found you a workman who need- 
eth-not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 
of truth. 'The Lord enable you still to maintain 
this character, as hitherto. | 

[The repetition of the Right Hand of Fellowship, 
to which we have now attended, is a renewal of 
the 8acred covenant between you and this body, 
that; we. will cherish a wt interest, in each 
other's labors and successes; and that we will 
8y mpathize in all the joys and afflictions which 
may arise in the performance of our . ministerial 
duties. Suffer me here to observe, that, sharing 
as we know we all do, in the weaknesses, the pas- 
8i0ns, the caprices of our nature, we shall do well 
to be prepared to exercise patience and forbear- 
ance whenever there may be occasion, as well as 
to guard against offending on 'our part. Let us 
heed to ourselves that we fulfill 'our obliga- 
tions, and'that the mutual pledge of this day, 80 
Pee reciprocated, do not rise up, in after life, 
to c mn us. | | v7 84 
We welcome you with joy to this: part of our 
Lord's heritage, as a fellow-laborer in + the great 
cause of religious reformation and. improvement. 
We repaee, too, .in_ the field for. usefulness here 
opened, and in the encouraging prospects that lie 
before you. That you will be faithful in the dis- 
charge of Jour duties, we are fully persuaded ; and 
that you will be active in 8eason, and out of geas- 
on, nor suffer the good work. to be delayed in your 
hands, We bid you God 8peed, my brother ; com- 
mending you, with all our hearts, to God and his 
Hy hon invoking upon y u that blegsing which 

' abundantly 8vfficient” to 8upport you, and to 
crown your labors with all xnccess—Amen. | 
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[For the Universalist.] 


ON SUICIDE.—No. 1. 


Self murder, is such an unnatural deed, that in 
the absense of all facts, it might be questioned, 
whether it was possible for any one to commit it. 
Nature 8hrinks trom such a deed, and a'sane mind 
abhors it. But facts, and to many melancholy 
facts, shew, this nnnatural deed 1s committed. 
About this there is no room left for debate, how- 
ever much men may differ respecting what leads 
to the commission of it. Several things induee 
me to offer a few remarks on this zubject, fur- 
nished in a series of short numbers in the Uni- 
versalist, without much regard to any order or ar- 


1. Cases of suicide are 80 numerous, as to be- 
come alarming to the community. Seldom a 
week, or a day passes by, but we find this deed 
committed in our own town or neighborhood ; and 
gome of these cases are persons of good charac- 
ter, aimable dispositions, in comfortable worldly 
circumstances, and having the most respectable 
connexions. Suicide is now $0 common, . that 
there is 8ome danger of its becoming fashionable'; 
and too many have adopted the maxim—*Tt- is 
better to be out of the world, than out of the fach- 
ion. From its great increase of late, we would 
almost conclude at least, that it is becoming con- 
tagious. 'Whether the very publishing of accounts 
of 8uicide in the ne wspapers, does not tend to in- 
crease this evil, deserves sober consideration. If 
not, the causes of its late increase among us ought 
to be investigated, and if possible, its progress ar- 
rested. But another reason is, - | 

2. It is alleged, * all elf murderers must 8uffer 
endless punishment in another world. Such per- 
gons cannot repent. of this crime, for the thing is 
impossible, and there is no 8alvation without re= 
pentance.* Besides, 8ay they, *no murderer hath _ 
eternal life abiding in-bim.* Now, if all this be 
true, 80 many cases of suicide ought to excite 8e- 
rious concern in every 8o0ber minded man. 
shall inquire into the truth of these statements 
afterwards. At present, let us admit them to'be 
true. What then follows? The following things 
geem obviously to follow. 3” ay 

1. In the present day, religious people 'are fil- 
ling heaven and hell by the very 8ame "means. 
The late religions excitements, they aver, are the 
means of 8aving many from hell, and sending. 
them to heaven. But can they deny, that these 
excitements have also drawn many to commit 
8nicide? ' According to their own doctrine, and 
by their'own showing then, all these persons have 
gone to hell. They hang in doubt, about 'who 
shall certainly go to heaven, but they speak with 
confidence, that-all elf murderers must go to hell, 
for their repentance is impossible. INS 

2. It follows, that 8ome good christians are now 
in hell, for #ome of-them have committed 8vicide. 
We presnme, it will not, for we think it cannot 
be denied, that 8ome pe orthodox people have 
done this deed, as well as those whom they deem 
wicked, and heretical in their opinions. Now, 
unless they had some way to repent of the deed, 
which a wicked man has not, of course they went 
to hell like all other sinners. This seems una- 
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voidable, from the doctrine held by orthodox peo- 
ple respecting self murderers. 

3, But it seems also to follow, that many chris- 
tians not guilty of suicide also go to hell. What 
man will venture to maintain that all christians 
who die 1in the ordinary course of providence, re- 
pent of all their sins before death? We rather 
think many of them die with unrepented sins on 
their heads. Are not some of them cut down in a 
moment, as others. often are? And will any man 
8ay, every christian repents of his sins the moment 
they are committed? But, whoever does not, 
must go to hell, should he die the next moment, 
for he is in a 8imilar condition with the self-mur- 
derer. In short, if the doctrine held by some, re- 
specting. the self murderer be correct, very few go 
to heaven ; for it is to be feared, most. christians 
die -with at least 8ome unrepented sins about 
them. 'The best christian' will confess, he has 
much 8in and corruption in him ; nor does he get 
free from it all the days of his life. Now, when 
any man'can tell us, how a 82int after death, gets 
rid of his 8in and corruption without going to hell, 
we shall be at no-loss to inform him, how the 8elf 
murderer can. get rid of his sin in the 8ame way. 
But enough has been said to show, that if the self 
murderer must go to hell, many good christians | 
must go there also. 

It will be universally granted, no one returns 
from the dead, to inform us who goes to! heaven, 
and who goes to hell, or any thing about men's 
future condition. Whatever any man knows, 
about these things, he must have learned from 
the scriptures. But where do they teach, that 
the 8elf murderer must go to hell? And unless 
they teach this clearly, is it. not very presumptuous 
in any man to assert it ? Let us now notice the 
argument and evidence adduced in proof of the 
assertion. 

I. It.is 8aid 8elf murderers must go to hell, for 
to repent of the sin is impossible.. But 1n reply, 
we have already observed, that there is nothing 
peculiar in. their case, for many good christians 
are in the 8ame condition. But further, people 
take for granted two things, which ought first to 
be proved. First, that their hell exists; and 8e- 
cond, that repentance saves .people from it. 
Now, until these. things are satisfactorily proved, 
no man. is bound to receive their opinions. Let 
us not be misunderstood. We believe, | repen- 
tance -.is absolutely necessary to a man's becom- 
ing & member of Christ's kingdom on earth; be- 
ing saved from 8in and wat vs here, and en- 
Joying the blessings of Christ's kingdom. But we 
do not think, its necessity is stated_ in arIIRR 
as that, by which parneny are to escape. hell an 
ure heaven. . If this were admitted, then in- 
| idiots, the heathen, and many others, must 
all go to hell, for they do not repent. Besides, it 
would make void the grace of God in the gospel 
of his Son, and lead men to boast, which is there 
excluded. 


- 2. But, 1 John 1; 15, is quoted in proof, that | 


8elf murderers must go to hell.  * Whosoever ha- 
teth his brother.is a murderer: and ye know that 
no. murderer hath eternal life abiding in him.' 
But his text 8ays nothing about self murderers. 
It does not even speak of a man who-has murder- 
ed his brother, but only if the. principal of hatred 
which leads to it. And certainly, it says nothing 
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in another world. The argument drawn from 
this text, rests on the phrase * eternal life,” which 
I cannot find ever designates heaven' or a happy 
life in a future state. In this very text, it is plain- 
ly intimated, that eternal life is something which 
a man may have abiding in him in this world. 
And the scriptures expressly 8ay—* this is life 
eternal that they might know thee, the only true 
God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.* Be- 
sides ; eternal life is often stated in gcripture, as 
that which is enjoyed by believers in Jesus, and 
cannot be enjoyed but by believing. 'Now, it 
must be obvious that no man can have eternal life 
abiding -in him, if he hates his brother, for it is 
the knowledge of God and his 80n Jesus Christ, 
abiding in a man, which leads him to. love- his 
brother. Christians love each other for the truth's 
8ake which dwells in them. Ths truth. must have 
slipped from their minds before they can hate 
their brother. Hence it is 8aid, 1 John ii: 24, 
* Let that therefore abide in you which ye have 
heard from the beginning. If that which ye have 
heard from the beginning shall remain in you, ye 
8hall continue in the Son, and in the Father,” 
Supposing then, that the common notions about 
hell are true, the above arguments do not prove 
2elf murderers must go there ; and these are the 
principal arguments we have ever heard adduced, 
in proof of such an opinion. 'The first proves too 
much, therefore .proves -nothing on the. 8ubject. 
And the text quoted. in evidence, is not only in- 
applicable, but is misunderstood. W. B. 


ES 
EDITORIAL ITEMS, 


Terms of The Universalist. 


It will be perceived by the Prospectus for the Second 
Volume of our paper, that we have made some alteration 
with respect to the conditions of it for the future. Or 
more properly, perhaps, we have expressed what was im- 
plied in the original prospectus of this work. It is til} 
one dollar only in advance, a circumstance of which we 
8hould be glad to have all our subscribers take the advan- 
tage. Without a list, however, far exceeding ours, the 
work cannot be sustained without adding the sums specifi- 
ed in cases where subscribers are remiss in their payments, 
and where they receive. their papers by a carrier. We 
were obliged therefore either to discontinue the work, or 


this cireumstance; and every- reflecting mind, we are con- 
fident, will at once perceive the absolute necessity of the 
course we have adopted. We tender our grateful ac- 
knowledgements to our patrons, and solicit the continuance 


of their favor. Those who are in arrears for the current 
Volume will oblige us very much, and the publisher till 
more, by making immediate remttances. 


Quite too Bad. 

Among the few who have notified us to stop their papers 
at the end of the present Volume, we have observed the 
names of two or three who have not paid their subscription ! 
This is certainly too bad. We do cherish a hope, how- 
ever, that we ball 'be spared the repetition of similar in- 
dignities, and that these our friends will generously atone 


about any man's going to hell, or his punishment 


for their fault by a prompt remittance of our just, demands. 
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THE UNIVERSALIST. 


More Cheering News. 

Among other flattering accounts of the prosperity of our 
cause which have reached us the present week, is the fol- 
lowing from a friend in [Boylston. © Our Society is all 
alive. We feel that the truth is good for us.* Let the 
brethren every where take courage. Let not their hearts 
be troubled. The captain. of salvation is riding forth, con- 
quering and to conquer, and in due time be will subdue all 
things to himseif. 


New Publication. 


We have just received a copy of a Sermon by Br. L. L. 
Saddler, entitled, * A brief outline of the history of Uni- 
versalism,* published by B. Sperry, Hartford, Conn, and 
sold at Þ 3 per hundred. So far as we are capable of 
judging, this discourse contains a very faithſul epitome of 
the history of our doctrine from the first century to the 
present time. We deemit a work of merit. 


Enlargement of Papers. 

At the close of the present Volume, the Philadelphia 
Liberalist is to be enlarged to the size of a euper-royal 
sheet. The Universalist Watchman is also shortly to be 
enlarged and otherwise improved. It will be the largest 
religious periodical in our denomination. 


To Correspondents. 

It is with no ordinary pleasure that we place the well 
known initials, W. B. among those of our correspondents. 
He will accept our thanks for his series of interesting arti. 
cles . Our fair friend S. B. W. will probubly see ber com- 
munication in our next. 

A. P. shall also appear if possible. 

— —— ——— 
PROPOSALS 
| For Obtaining Subscribers to a New Work, 
"TO BE ENTITLED 
TWELVE FAMILIAR CONVERSATION 
Between 
INQUIRER AND UNIVERSALIST: 
In which the Salvation of all Mankind is clearly ex- 
hibited and illustrated; and the most important Ob- 
Jections which are now brought against the Doc- 


trine, are fairly stated and fully answered, by a 
candid appeal to Scripture, Reason, and Facts. 


THE WHOLE ARRANGED UNDER DISTINCT HEADS, 
RENDERING THE WORK A GUIDE TO 


Inquirers, 'and a Help to Universalists. 


BY R. STREETER. 


Understandezt thou what thou readest ? How can I, ex- 
cept 8ome man should guide me.—Acts viii. 30, 31. 


RESPXCTED FRIEND— This 8ubecription paper is is8ned 

to give the Universalist Public an unity of obtaini 

this book, at as rl dl cis frm me gr Lo it cou 
be afforded by the dozen. I have been advised to adopt 
this method for the purpose of giving wider circulation to 
a new work which impartial judges have will 
prove essentially useſul to our common cause, Your as- 
8i8tance, therefore, is very respectfully solicited. 
Having presented with 8nch a copious Title Tage, I 
need not_ be particular in describing the plan upon which 
the Conversations are condncted. You are assured it is 
entirely .new.. At the first interview, the method of dis- 
cussion is mutually agreed upon, hetween the dialogists, 
and the 8ystem of Universal Holiness and Happiness dis- 
tinetly exhibited and illustrated, agreeably to the excellent 
at Winchester (N. H.) 


«*P ion of Belief,” a 
A.D. 1803, © by > hr nh of Universalists; ? | 
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which Profession is'showrn to be scriptural and reazonahle, 
and © the common faith? of the denomination. 

Then, Inquirer, baving made himself acquainted with 
the doctrine, brings forward his most weighty objections 
from the Scriptures, the arguments of opposers, and popu- 
lar prejudice. The objections commence with the second 
Conversation, and: continue through each'of the suceeding 
ones ; all which are patiently and candidly answered. 'The 
whole is arranged under distinct heads, to render the peru- 
sal interesting and agreeable. One important advantage 
is, that the owner of the _ oforfrng able to answer in- 
quirers, by turning to any disputable point or passage, 
with m the = dine he the days of the month are 
found in a Callendar, viz: by looking at the ion of 
each section of pages, and the brief contents winch pre- 
cede each dialogue. Another is, that the style is as much 
like © good conversation?* as possible; making it serious 
without being sleepy, with now and then an argumentative 
anecdote, relating to real interviews with clergymen in va- 
rious parts of the country, which will cherisb gravity and 
dissipate gloominess. 

'The work will infringe on no other publication; bearin 
about the same relation to the venerated Winchester's 
alogues, that the New 'Testament does to the Old, except 
in regard to 8ize. © No Universalist who owns'the' work of 
that great and good man; will need these Conversrtions the 
less. His views concerning a vast ocean of literal fire and 
brimstone, in which wicked men and fallen angels are to 
be punisbed for ages of ages after the general resurrection, 
are wholly abandoned. At least, they are adyocated by no 
one to my knowledge. But his work, as well as others, is 
frequently referred to, and in the most respectfu] terms. 
It has been my aim to excite no controversy, except with 
the advocates for endless misery ; and to nt the whole 
in such a manner, as to promote practical, as well as the- 
oretical Universalism; that the book may be a welcome 
visiter, and a safe and agreeable companion. 


Yours, &c. R. STREETER. 


ConpiTi0Nns.—This work wilt be well printed, and 
be bound in a large 18mo size, making about 300 pages, 
more or less; for 50 cents per copy. 

2, Persons obtaining eight subscribers, amd becomi 
responsible ſor the same, shall receive one book free ; 
for more in the same proportion. Payment to be made on 


receiving the work. 


3.” Subscription papers, or letters containing the names 
of subscribers, to be returned by the first of June next, di- 
rected to © 'The Post Master, Shirley Village, Mass.” as he 
is interested in the publication ; with directions to whom, 
and to what place bundles should be sent. 

4. Books will be depositcd, as s0on as possible, in vari- 
ous Cities and principal towns in the United States, from 
whence packages may be taken when most convenient, by 
paying to the Agents of the Publishers on receivipg them. 

N. B. Persons wishing for subscription papers can be 
accommodated by making application to Dr, A. G. Parker, 
Post Master, Shirley Villag 


35 Notice. £$ 
All letters and communications relating to the Univer- 
salist, must in future, be directed, PosT PaiD, to 8. 
Streeter, Universalist Office, Boston. | 
Money may be, paid to S. Streeter, or B. B. Muszey, 
No. 29 Cornhill, Boston. S. & F. STREETER. 


STREETER?S NEW HYMN BOOK. 
SIXTH EDITION, 
B B MUSSEY 29 Cornhill, has just Published the 
-23Z+ Sixth Edition of the above work, and is now 

ready to supply Societies and individuals on the most 
reasonable terms. This Edition will be handsomely bound 
in Black Morocco, and will be afforded at the low price of 
62 cents per copy; 20 per cent discount made to those who 
buy by the dozen. 

Vaireregligt Clergymen and others, feeling an interest 
in the circulation of the work, will be supplied with them 
on 8ale by directing their order to 


B. B. MUSSEY, 


March 9, 1838. 
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FFos the Universalist.}] 


To My Absent Child. 


Dear absent one ! how often now, 
Lowly in prayer, to heaven I bow, 
o bless my child ! 
And oft, in darkest hour, for me 
Have z0othing, boliest thoughts of thee 
” My woe beguiled ! 


'Though oft by heaviness depressed, 

Yet deep within my faithful breast, 
Is Stamped thy form. 

My babe, e'en in the gloomiest hour, 

Hath thy bright, lovely image power 
That breast to warm. 


At night, whene'er in calm repose 
My tearful, weary eyes I close, 
I #ce thee till !— "A 
Fear not; though ne'er I wake again 
One Father shields thee, even then, ; 
From every ll ! 


Dear child ! If many a saddened day 
In absence till must pass away, 

I will. not 8igh ! 
Why for my darling should I fear ? 
Her mother still is watching near, 


With ſondest eye. 


Protect, oh God, from every ill, 

The mother, and her infant ﬆill, 
Through life's dark way : 

Guide us in all its paths aright, 

And bless our souls with prospects bright, 
Of happier day ! 


And thou, my child, 80 careless now, 

May joyous 8miles upon thy brow 
rms dwell ! 

Of all a mother's love possess*d ; 

With all a father's ſondness bless 'd; 


My babe, farewell ! I. P.* 


Wong: and Revelations. 


There is a great, unchanging Power, 
That rules all worlds, and things unseen: 
There is an Eye that every hour, 
Beholds the thoughts and deeds of men. 


There is a Hand that built the seas, 

And all that mortal eyes behold, 4 
Outspread the skies ul formed the trees, 

And fashioned man of finer mould. 


There is a Book of life an! light, 

A precious boon divinely given, 
To guide our erring feet aright, 

And lead us in the path to heaven, 


There is a stream of grace divine 

That from this sacred fountain flows ; 
There, mercy beams in every line, 

To heal our wounds, and s8ooth our woes. 


There precious promises we find, 

And balm for every sin-sick zoul; 
Divine instruction for the mind, 

'To calm its fears, its doubts control. 


There is a voice of cheering 8ound, 
That speaks in all we hear and zee, 

* In Holy Writ each promise found 
Is clo with 's authority.? 


With truths 80 plain, ng hopes 80 bright, 
In the fleeti hours 8hall roll, 
For they shall make life's burdens light, 

ve an anchor to the 8oul. 
: \ 9, M. D. 


[ illustrated and ſearlessly defended. Moral l, 


PROSPECTUS | 
FOR | 
THE UNIVERSALIST.—VOL. II, 


8. STREETER, Ep1ros. 


JN i is8uing Proposals for the Second Volume of '* The Uni» 
versalist,” the Proprietors bave but a few words to offer. 


The first Volume is before the public. -It has been receiv- 
ed with ex yogws of warm approbation. TRI 
exertion will be used to render 8econd Moody 


and, if possible, 8uperior. in ev Pacgss to the first, 
design and character of the | Ok regs ho 
tle. It will be in the most”generous 
a Universalist codical,* The | 
world's salvation by Jesus Chriat wi irly ns "Fo 
EX- 
perimental and consolatory subjects will receive a due share 
of attention. Nearly every Number will contain ” Ser- 
mon from the pen of some Universalist c  No- 
tices of passing events,  amoreng to the religious | 
brief reviews of rare and lar works; poeticaleſſusions, 
and in fact every thing, which will tend to render a publi- 
cation of the kind entertaining und nseful will find a place 
in the columns of the Datrerealine Its tone will be mild, 
generous - &y Ne chal — at the. 8ame. time dintinct, 


manly and Km: u/ee style chaste 
and ſts literary newer gry wc Aff comin 
respect. "In word, no yin to make the 
Universalist such a publication popes Al honor to our de- 
nomination in the present improved state of gociety. 
ConDiTiOoNs.—The Second odd 'Volinte' of © The Univer- 
8alist,* will commence on the second Saturday of May 
next, It will be published at No. 29 Cornhill C 
B. B. Mussey, and afforded to Mail subscribers and 
who taketheir pe. at the Office, at $1,00 per an 
in advance, $1,26 in six' months, and $1,50 at the close 
of the Volume. 

2. Twenty-five cents will be added where subscrijbers 


: Ro their paper by a Carrier. 


+ 3. Agents and others who obtain five new #ubscribers 
{ and 8end the money for them, thall receive a sixth copy 
| gratis, and in the zame proportion for any greater number. 
4. No paper dizcontinued till arrearages are paid, except 
at the discretion of the Proptetors, 
- 6, Letters containing five dollars or more may be sent 
at our expense. 

6. All letters and communications on business must be 
(Post Paid) ent to the Editor. 
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Marriages. 


" Inthis city, by Rev. Mr Streeter, Mr William H. Hovey 
and Miss Amaretia J. Buuton. Mr Enos Morgan and 
Miss Mary Morrill. Mr Thomas C. Gould and Miss 
Olive Stubbs. 

By Rev, Mr Himes, Mr William Clark and Miss Ether 


Adams. 


In Roxbury, Mr Moses B. Mackintosh and Miss Re- 
lief Davis. 


Deaths. 


In this city, Mrs Abigail Llo d, aged 60. Soak Jam 
Mellen, 3. PUrs HAT wiſe * I, aged 


37. Mr Peter Jessame, 1 Mr Mi one Cn 
In Medford, on the 208. Me Lucy Sawicl, 8 

LATEST NEWS FROM THREE WORLDS. 

| SECOND EDITION. 

JUST Published and for sale at the Office of the Uni- 
versalist, Latest News from THREE MAKLRLs 
HEAVEN, BARTH AND HELL 

As Reported at a "Four-Day s Meeting in Shirley Phe 


in Letters to Eight Calinie Minizters. 
Streeter. 
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